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. THE eminent statl0n Wh,ch the VveStern Stales of America have already reached, and the glorious fate which awaits them, if they continue their 
rapid strides towards moral improvement, real knowledge and social wisdom, warrant the belief that the period is come when they may begin to evince 
their literary attainments, and furnish evident proofs of their capacity, by the establishment of permanent vehicles of learning, wherein those who are 
able may unfold their ideas, and those who are willing may reap instruction and pleasure. 

Prompted by this motive and the wish of promoting and increasing the sphere of human knowledge, of aiding and fostering the study of chaste and 
classical literature, but principally to elicit and cherish American ingenuity and sagacity, we are induced to add ,our humble attempts to the literary 

mi: e of our country. It will be our constant aim, in every topic introduced in our pages, to enlighten the mind, direct the judgment, cultivate the under- 
standing, or entertain the imagination of our readers. 

. ALi thC Al ' tS and ScIences fiild a P lace ^ this Journal; but we mean to publish principally Novelties, American Discoveries and Improvements 
with Original Tracts and Essays upon every subject, both in Prose and Poetry. We shall not fail however, to give sometimes a compendium of the most 
important discoveries in science, increase of knowledge, and classical writings, produced in Europe or elsewhere: likewise translations of short but in¬ 
teresting tracts, or selections from foreign literary journals. 

The knowledge of the Western States, their Statistics, Geography, Geology, Antiquities, Civil and Natural History, will form a prominent object of 
our labours. J 

We may sometimes give the Analysis of important works; but it is out of our plan to review at large new publications: there is already in 

tins town a Journal established for that express purpose, and the numerous reviews printed elsewhere ought to satisfy all those who cannot read and 
think for themselves. 

We have also in the United States enough of political and religious Journals to gratify every class of readers. Local politics and sectarian controver¬ 
sies shall therefore be excluded from our pages ; but political science and metaphysical disquisitions will be admitted. In general, literary, scientific and 
useful facts or thoughts will be our main scope; although we do not mean to preclude any other kind of writing or style. We wish to render this Jour¬ 
nal a kind of Cyclopaidical Repository, in which every subject may occasionally find a place. Such a Journal is wanted in the United States, all our pe¬ 
riodical literature being limited either to Reviews and Belles Lettres, or mere parts of Learning, and but too often devoted to selfish, pecuniary or illib¬ 
eral views. 

Several literary and scientific gentlemen (and even some ladies) have pledged themselves to conduct this Western undertaking, and to contribute 
regularly to it. They disclaim any kind of private motives or mercenary views. They will endeavour to render this Journal a literary and open vehicle 
cf general interest and utility. These disinterested and liberal motives ought to recommend it to the notice of the friends of knowledge and emulation, 
and we trust that their labours will meet with the approbation and support, of all those who may feel a share of interest, for the reputation or the physi¬ 
cal and moral improvement of this Western Region. 

Tue co-operation of all our enlightened citizens is respectfully solicited. Every communication offering any new discovery, view, theory, hypothe¬ 
sis, idea or hint, every original essay of a practical or moral tendency, or even of an entertaining nature, will be admitted with pleasure ; they may be di- 
i?ctpd iO the Publisher or the JUditevs of the TV estevu JVIinevvG .. 



LEXINGTON, (KY.) OCTOBER 7tii, 1820. 


C oniVitions. 

n THIS Llterar y and Scientific Journal will be published Quarterly, in Lexington, Kentucky, in numbers of 80 pages, forming every year a volume 
of o20 pages or more. The first number will be published in January, 1821, and the other numbers successively in April, July and October following. 

x hi. subscription will be only TWO DOLLARS per annum, to be paid in two instalments of a Dollar each, on receiving the first and third numbers, 
unless it is pitfered to pay the whole in the first instance, which will be quite optional. 1 he numbers will be sent regularly by mail to distant subscribers. 

Subscriptions will be received in Lexington, by the publisher, Thomas Smith, editor ol the Kentucky Reporter, and by all his agents for that gazette 
throughout the country. Also by Mr. Souter in London, Dr. John Torrey in New York, Solomon Conrad in Philadelphia, Mess. Cramer & Spear in Pitts¬ 
burgh, and Caleb Jlt-water, Esq. in Circleville, Ohio, (fj 3 No subscription will be received for less than one year or volume. 
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HILL, FISH & ABBE, Proprietors. 
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